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EDUC 211: Academic Writing in Education 

Winter, 2022 
 

Section Instructor Time Location Email 
S01 Dr. Astrid Kendrick Online Online Astrid.kendrick@ucalgary.ca 

 
Class Dates: Online via Zoom from 16:30-18:00 (4:30 pm-6:00 pm)  

January 17, February 7, March 7, and March 28 
 

Term Dates: January 10-April 12, 2022 
Term Break: February 20-26, 2022 
 
Last Day to Add/Drop/Swap: Due to the non-standard dates associated with this program, please check your 
Student Centre for the important dates pertaining to your section. 
 
Pre-requisite: Due to the multiple pathways in the Bachelor of Education, please consult Undergraduate 
Programs in Education for questions related to pre-requisite courses. 
 
Office Hours: By appointment only via Zoom; Emailed correspondence will be responded to during usual 

business hours (M-F, 8:00am-6:00 pm). 
 
Email:  astrid.kendrick@ucalgary.ca 

Students are required to use a University of Calgary (@ucalgary.ca) email address for all 
correspondence.  

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course will focus on the standard writing process to follow for academic writing and on applying writing  
strategies to the student’s own writing. We will discuss how research is used to support original ideas and how  
to correctly cite academic sources using APA 7th Edition standards, and we will write a longer academic essay  
using promoting child/youth literacy as the main topic. Readings in this class will focus on text creation so that  
students will become better writers on academic topics.  
 
KEY UNDERSTANDINGS:  
1. Non-fiction, academic writing is a learned skill that is developed across the lifespan.  
2. As aspiring teachers, our profession demands that we use credible information when working with  
students, and that we use this research to write clearly and succinctly when communicating with other  
professionals, parents, and the wider community.  
3. Understanding the student’s own assumptions and bias underlying written texts is a key aspect of growing  
into a scholar.  
4. Developing literate K-12 students requires a teacher to understand and use the traditional writing process.  

 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
Through this course, it is expected that students will:  
1. Recognize that academic writing is a continuously evolving skill requiring lifelong learning by  
teachers.  
2. Use recent, credible, and trustworthy educational information about child/youth literacy to construct one 
well-written and designed essay.  
3. Understand and look for evidence of own biases or assumptions in written text.  
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4. Examine and use the traditional writing process of brainstorming, outlining, drafting, editing, and  
polishing written text.  
 
COURSE DESIGN AND DELIVERY:  
The course consists of 12 weeks of online instruction organized according to the standard writing process. To  
understand and use each essential step, academic texts will be read, analyzed, and discussed with other 
students. Designed to be a fully online course, instruction will be comprised of regular Zoom sessions, 
Discussion board posts, instructor-generated videos and PowerPoints, and several required readings to assist the 
students with reaching the Learner Outcomes. Additionally, four assessment tasks will encourage reflection on 
the content and spur insights related to your understandings of writing with educational research.  
  
This course was designed to support and inform EDUC 213 (How Children Learn to Write) and EDUC 215  
(Supporting Children’s Writing), although these two courses are not required for non-Bridging students.  
 
REQUIRED RESOURCES: 
American Psychological Association. (2019). APA Publication Manual (Seventh Edition).  
BookShelf ; RedShelf 
 
Henderson, E. & Morgan, K.M. (2017). The Empowered Writer: An Essential Guide to Writing, Reading, and 
Research (4rd Ed). Don Mills: Oxford University Press. NOTE: The course outline follows the 4th edition, 
HOWEVER, if you have the 3rd edition, please let me know as the page numbers for the assigned 
readings are slightly different. The content is essentially the same, so the 3rd edition can be used. 
BookShelf ; RedShelf 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
 
CNMonline. (2013). Why is writing important? [YouTube video]. Available from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7hbR-MivtQ  
Ed Students in Conversation. (2020). Time Out with Matt and Melissa: Dr. Sarah Eaton. Available from 

https://voiced.ca/podcast_episode_post/ep-3-time-out-with-matt-and-melissa-academic-integrity-with-dr-
sarah-eaton/  

Science Up First (2021). Website exploration: https://www.scienceupfirst.com/  
Georgia Tech Library. (2018). Research process: A step-by-step guide: 1b. Develop research questions 

[website]. Available from http://libguides.gatech.edu/c.php?g=54271&p=350377 
Markman, A. (2017). Your team is brainstorming all wrong from Harvard Business Review. May 18, 

2017. Available from https://hbr.org/2017/05/your-team-is-brainstorming-all-wrong Also available in 
our HBR Digital collection:  

http://ezproxy.lib.ucalgary.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=bth&jid=KBS
9&site=ehost-live 

North Carolina Library’s video tutorial about the process of choosing research topics. Available 
from https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/picking_topic  

Pressbooks. (n.d.). Narrowing a Topic. Available from 
https://ohiostate.pressbooks.pub/choosingsources/chapter/narrowing-a-topic/  

Stalder, D.R. (2018). Logical fallacies in politics and beyond. From Psychology Today. Available from  
https://www.psychologytoday.com/ca/blog/bias-fundamentals/201807/logical-fallacies-in-politics-and-
beyond  

TedEd. (2016). 5 Tips to improve your critical thinking [YouTube Video]. Available from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dItUGF8GdTw 
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The nature of research by Graham R. Gibbs at the University of Huddersfield, UK. Available 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ4RAHXtvS0  

TWL Team. (2013). 25 editing tips for tightening your copy. The Write Life. Available from 
https://thewritelife.com/edit-your-copy/ 

UBC Science Writing. (2014). Creating and using outlines [YouTube video]. Available from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZWe3mmLcoA  

Western University. (2016). Developing a research question [YouTube video]. Available from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xsHHGhM_fk&feature=youtu.be 

 
LEARNING TASKS OVERVIEW 

 
 

LEARNING TASK DESCRIPTION OF LEARNING TASK GROUP / 
INDIVIDUAL 

WEIGHT DUE DATE 

Research Question 
and Paragraph 
Summary 

Developing a thesis statement and short 
summary of writing topic. 

Individual 10% February 4, 
2022 

Outline of 
Research Essay 

Organizing information for writing Individual 20% March 4, 
2022 

Final Essay and 
Annotated Drafts 

Final polished draft and annotated rough 
drafts 

Individual 35% April 8, 2002 

Weekly D2L Posts Each week, you will be working with your writing 
group to develop your final essay. You should 
write a minimum of two discussion posts about 
the weekly topic – the first is due by Wednesday 
evening and the second by Friday evening. 

Individual 35% Weekly 

 
 
WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 

 
Date 

 

 
Topic 

 
Readings and Tasks 

 
Due Dates 

Week 
1 
 

Jan 
10-15 

Introductions,  
Course Outline, and Writing as 
Readers  
  
 
 

 
 CNMonline. (2013). Why is writing 
important? [YouTube video].  
 
The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp.27-35 (Section title: 
Writing Purpose and A is for Audience). 
 
 

 
Weekly discussion 
posts due (upload 
two posts for 
grading each week 
by Friday at 6:00 
pm) 

Week 
2 

Jan 
16-22 

Developing a strong, narrow-
focus research question. 
 

The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp.34-44 (Section title: 
Paragraph Essentials). 

 
Georgia Tech Library. (2018). Research 

process: A step-by-step guide: 1b. 
Develop research questions [website].  

Jan 17 – Zoom 
Meeting #1 from 
4:30-6:00 pm 
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Week 
3 
 

Jan 
23-29 

 
 

Brainstorming the topic – what 
questions do you have about 
literacy? If you already have a 
topic of interest, what do you 
have to say about this topic?  
 

The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 56-63. 
 
Pressbooks. (n.d.). Narrowing a Topic.  
 
Western University. (2016). Developing 
a research question [YouTube video].  

 

Week 
4 
 

Jan30
-Feb 

5 

This week will look at some of 
the biases and assumptions 
that we might have about our 
research topic. 

APA Manual by the American 
Psychological Association, pp. 131-149 
 
Science Up First (2021) website 
exploration. 
 
TedEd. (2016). 5 Tips to improve your 
critical thinking [YouTube Video].  
 
Stalder, D.R. (2018). Logical fallacies in 
politics and beyond. From Psychology 
Today. 

Task 1 Due Date: 
February 4,2022 

Week 
5 
 

Feb 
6-12 

Brainstorming strategies to 
help you research your topic 
and organize your data 
accordingly. 

The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 63-76; 188-198 
 
Markman, A. (2017). Your team is 
brainstorming all wrong from Harvard 
Business Review.  
 
UBC Science Writing. (2014). Creating 
and using outlines [YouTube video].  

 Zoom meeting #2, 
Feb 7 from 4:30-
6:00 pm 

Week 
6 
 

Feb 
13-19 

We will look at effectively 
using citations and avoiding 
plagiarism. 

Podcast: Time Out with Matt and 
Melissa: Dr. Sarah Eaton 
 
The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 85-90; 188-198 (review) 
 
Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association. pp. 3-4, 9-10, 
21 & 253-257 

 

Term Break – No Classes Feb 20-26 

Week 
7 
 

Feb 
27-

Mar 5 

This week, you will write the 
first draft of your research 
essay. 

The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 171-185; 188-198 
(review). 

Task Two Due 
Date: March 4, 
2022 

Week 
8-9 

Over these two weeks, you 
will make your essay better. 

TWL Team. (2013). 25 editing tips for 
tightening your copy. The Write Life.  

Zoom Meeting #3: 
March 8 from 4:30-
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Mar 
6-19 

 
The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 237-359 (Use these 
chapters as a reference for editing – you 
should read relevant sections). 

6:00 pm 

Week 
10-11 

 
Mar 
20- 

Apr 2 

For these final weeks, the 
focus will be on polishing your 
final draft and focusing on 
writing clearly, accurately, and 
succinctly. 

The Empowered Writer by Moran and 
Henderson, pp. 237-359 (reference). 
APA Manual by the American 
Psychological Association, pp. 111-117 

Zoom meeting #4: 
March 28 from 
4:30-6:00 pm 

Week 
12 
 

Apr 
3-12 

The focus will shift to 
polishing your final draft and 
ensuring that it is ready for 
grading. 

The focus will shift to polishing your 
final draft and ensuring that it is ready for 
grading. 

Final draft due 
April 4, 2022 

 
CHANGES TO SCHEDULE: 
Please note that changes to the schedule may occur to meet the emerging needs and dynamics of the participants 
in the course. 
 
LEARNING TASKS AND ASSESSMENT 
 
There are four required Learning Tasks for this course. 
 

1. LEARNING TASK 1: Research Questions and Paragraph Summary DUE: February 4, 2022 
For this assignment, you will develop a question for research, a thesis statement, and write a short paragraph 
detailing the main areas of interest that you will pursue in your research essay.  
 
Your research question should be precise and related to an area of child or youth literacy. If you took the 
Reading Educational Research course EDUC 205 in the fall term, you can use the same research topic. 
 
Your paragraph should be 250-300 words in length and describe the main areas of interest that you will be 
pursuing as you research the main topic in more detail. Discuss why you find this topic interesting and suggest a 
possible audience for your final essay. Consider the purpose of this research – why might other people find it 
interesting as well? 
 

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING TASK 1 
 

Grading Rubric for Question and Summary Task – Please note that a rubric is not a checklist! The criteria listed 
below will guide the specific feedback on the task submitted for grading. 
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Criteria exceptionally 
met 
(A+) 

 Research Question: The research question has a well-defined and clearly stated purpose or direction that 
addresses a current issue in literacy. The question clearly and accurately states what is going to be examined 
in the research and ultimately, the final essay. It is not biased towards a particular outcome. It is open-ended 
and focusses on a narrow slice of literacy research.  

Thesis Statement: The thesis statement succinctly answers the research question, pointing to three or more 
main points of interest to be discussed in the final essay. 

Paragraph Summary: The main points to be researched further are clearly and succinctly identified in the 
paragraph and follow the intent of the thesis statement. The paragraph includes a suggestion as to the purpose 
and audience for the final essay revealing a strong interest or expertise in the subject area. 

Attention to Detail: Written expression is error free with attention paid to the use of expected grammar and 
spelling. Text selections are excellently cited making retrieval of material straightforward. An exceptional 
effort is made to ensure writing is clear and concise. 

Criteria well met 
(A) 

Research Question: The research question has a clear purpose or direction that addresses a current issue in 
literacy. The question states what is going to be examined in the research and ultimately, the final essay. It is 
generally not biased towards a particular outcome. It is open-ended but may produce too many or too few 
answers.  

Thesis Statement: The thesis statement begins to answer the research question, pointing to the one or two 
main points of interest to be discussed in the final essay. 

Paragraph Summary: The main points to be researched further are well identified in the paragraph as listed in 
the thesis statement. The paragraph includes a suggestion as to the purpose for the final essay based on 
researcher interest or expertise. 

Attention to Detail: Written expression is mostly error free with attention paid to the use of expected 
grammar and spelling. Text selections are accurately cited making retrieval of material 
straightforward. A strong effort is made to ensure writing is clear and concise. 

Criteria met 
(A-) 

Research Question: The research question addresses a current issue in literacy. The question states what is 
going to be examined in the research. It is somewhat biased towards a particular outcome, so some work is 
needed to address assumptions. It is somewhat open-ended but may produce too many or too few answers. 

Thesis Statement: The thesis statement nominally the research question, acting more as a topic sentence than 
a thesis statement.  

Paragraph Summary: The main points to be researched further are identified in the paragraph, but detail is 
lacking and not well directed by the thesis statement, providing some concern about the ability of the writer 
to craft a good essay. The paragraph provides a purpose for writing the final essay, but this purpose is mainly 
transactional. 

Attention to Detail: Written expression contains several errors of expression, and more attention should be paid 
to the use of expected grammar and spelling. Text selections are cited with some errors making retrieval of 
material difficult. An effort is made to ensure writing is clear and concise. 

Criteria somewhat 
met 
(B+) 

Research Question: The research question addresses a current topic in literacy, but more detail is needed. The 
question asks a question related to the topic, but lacks in a solid direction for research. It is biased towards a 
particular outcome, so considerable work is needed to address assumptions. It is marginally open-ended, but 
may produce too few answers or only the answer pre-determined by the researcher.  

Thesis Statement: The thesis statement is a topic sentence, providing only a general direction for the rest of 
the essay. 

Paragraph Summary: The main points to be researched further are identified in the paragraph, but detail is 
minimal providing concern about the ability of the writer to craft a good essay. The paragraph identifies only 
a transactional purpose for writing. 

Attention to Detail: Written expression contains multiple and repeated errors of expected grammar and 
spelling. Text selections are incorrectly cited making retrieval of material difficult. Paragraph is either too 
long or too short for this assignment. 

 
Acknowledgement of 
submission 
(B or less) 

These are very poor efforts that do not demonstrate an understanding of the task or of the associated 
ideas/concepts. Please make an appointment with your instructor to discuss any assignment that receives this 
grade. Please note that instructors are not required nor expected to allow students to redo any 
assignment.  

 
  LEARNING TASK 2: Essay Outline – DUE: March 4, 2022 
 
Writing a detailed outline can help keep your essay on track and logical for your reader. Using the template 
provided to you on D2L, you will create an outline containing all the pertinent information that you have found 
about your topic. Your outline will be laid out in the order that the essay will be written, and it should contain 
the evidence that you have found on your topic. An exemplar will be provided to you on D2L if you need 
further direction. 
 
The outline should be between 4-6 pages in length and contain sufficient detail about your topic that an essay 
can easily be generated. While you are not expected to have only five paragraphs in your final essay, your 
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outline will follow the standard 5-Paragraph formula (introduction/body/conclusion). 
 
Your outline must include the following elements: 

• Introduction including your research question and thesis statement. Likely, your research question 
will have changed since completing Assignment #1 as you read more research on the topic and 
received feedback. The change is okay and is encouraged. 

• Three or more main points that your essay will address. Each main point should include several 
subpoints that will eventually become supporting paragraphs. 

• A conclusion and suggestions for future research for yourself or other people interested in this topic. 
 

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING TASK 2 
Grading Rubric for Essay Outline – Please note that a rubric is not a checklist! The criteria listed below will guide the 
specific feedback on the task submitted for grading. 
Criteria exceptionally 
met 
(A+) 

Introduction: Includes a well-crafted thesis statement and precise research question. The research question has evolved 
from Assignment One to reflect the additional research completed on the topic. The thesis statement answers the 
research question and provides a strong direction for the remainder of the outline. 

Main Ideas: Several main points have been selected to be discussed in the essay. The main points are research-driven, 
meaning that the outline contains evidence that these points were selected as a result of research. Included in the 
outline are paraphrased and direct quotations that serve as evidence, and several ideas are proposed to be further 
developed in the outline and eventual essay. 

Supporting Paragraphs: Several supporting ideas are added to each main idea as evidence. Supporting ideas are 
reasonable and related to the main idea. The outline serves as evidence that the student understands that the five-
point essay is not a five-paragraph essay and has made provisions for a longer written submission. 

Conclusion: A well-supported and plausible answer to the research question is developed. The points listed in the 
conclusion contain researcher’s own ideas as developed through the essay, but they also acknowledge contrary ideas 
and assumptions about the topic. 

Evidence of Research/Reference List: Outline contains references to research articles and other academic texts. A 
reference list is included that correctly lists the research texts used to create the outline. This list is accurately 
written, contains multiple references, and all of chosen texts come from credible sources. 

Criteria well met 
(A) 

Introduction: Includes a thoughtful thesis statement and purposeful research question. The research question has 
evolved somewhat from Assignment One to reflect the additional research completed on the topic. The thesis 
statement addresses the research question and provides a solid direction for the remainder of the outline. 

Main Ideas: Three or more main points have been selected to be discussed in the essay. The main points were selected 
as a result of research. Included in the outline are some paraphrased and direct quotations that serve as evidence, and 
some ideas are proposed to be further developed in the outline and eventual essay. 

Supporting Paragraphs: Some supporting ideas are added to each main idea as evidence. Supporting ideas are 
reasonable and related to the main idea. The outline serves as evidence that the student understands the standard 
structure of an essay. 

Conclusion: A well-supported answer to the research question is developed. The points listed in the conclusion support 
researcher’s own ideas, however contrasting view are also provided. 

Evidence of Research/Reference List: Outline contains references to research articles and other academic texts. A 
reference list is included that lists the research texts used to create the outline. This list is well-written, contains a 
solid number of references, and the majority of chosen texts come from credible sources. 

Criteria met 
(A-) 

Introduction: Includes a thesis statement and research question that are related to the topic under study. The research 
question has evolved very little from Assignment One to reflect the additional research completed on the topic. The 
thesis statement minimally addresses the research question and provides a direction for the remainder of the outline. 

Main Ideas: Three main points have been selected to be discussed in the essay. The main points were selected as a result 
of research. Included in the outline are a few paraphrased or direct quotations that serve as evidence, but few ideas 
are proposed to be further developed in the outline and eventual essay. 

Supporting Paragraphs: Few supporting ideas are added to each main idea as evidence. Supporting ideas are related to 
the main idea but are lacking in specificity or detail. The outline serves as evidence that the student understands the 
standard structure of an essay. 

Conclusion: A supported answer to the research question is developed. The points listed in the conclusion largely 
support researcher’s own ideas with few alternatives produced. 

Evidence of Research/Reference List: Outline contains references to academic texts. A short reference list is included 
that lists the research texts used to create the outline. This list contains a few references, and the majority of chosen 
texts come from credible sources. More research should be done before writing the essay. 
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Criteria somewhat 
met 
(B+) 

Introduction: Includes a thesis statement and research question that are loosely related to the topic under study. The 
research question has not evolved since Assignment One to reflect the additional research completed on the topic. 
The thesis statement addresses the research question but provides little direction for the remainder of the outline. 

Main Ideas: Fewer than three main points have been selected to be discussed in the essay. The main points were 
selected as a result of intuition or experience rather than research. Included in the outline are 1-2 paraphrased or 
direct quotations that serve as evidence, but no ideas are proposed to be further developed in the outline and 
eventual essay. 

Supporting Paragraphs: Very few supporting ideas are added to each main idea as evidence. Supporting ideas are 
tenuously related to the main idea but are lacking in specificity or detail. The outline serves as evidence that the 
student understands an essay to be constructed of only five paragraphs. 

Conclusion: An answer to the research question is minimally developed. The points listed in the conclusion only support 
researcher’s own ideas with no alternatives produced. 

Evidence of Research/Reference List: Outline contains references to few academic texts and relies heavily on 
secondary sources. A short, poorly formatted reference list is included that lists the research texts used to create the 
outline. This list is lacking credible references. More research must be done before writing the essay. 

 
Limited 
(B or 
less) 

Introduction: Includes a thesis statement and research question that are not related to either each other or the topic 
under study. The research question has not evolved since Assignment One. The thesis statement reads as a topic 
sentence about the research question and provides no direction for the remainder of the outline. 

Main Ideas: The main points to be discussed in the essay are under-developed or off-topic. The main points were 
selected as a result of intuition or experience with no supporting evidence. No paraphrased or direct quotations from 
research texts are providing in the outline. 

Supporting Paragraphs: Minimal or unconnected supporting ideas are added to each main idea as evidence. Supporting 
ideas are not related to the main idea and are lacking in specificity or detail. The outline is not useful to guide the 
writing of an academic essay. 

Conclusion: An answer to the research question is minimally developed. The points listed in the conclusion only support 
researcher’s own ideas with no alternatives produced. 

Evidence of Research/Reference List: Outline contains references to few academic texts and relies heavily on 
secondary sources. A short, poorly formatted reference list is included that lists the research texts used to create 
the outline. This list lacks credible references. More research must be completed. 

 
Acknowledgement of 
submission 
(<11) 

These are very poor efforts that do not demonstrate an understanding of the task or of the 
associated ideas/concepts. Please make an appointment with your instructor to discuss any 
assignment that receives this grade. Please note that instructors are not required nor expected 
to allow students to redo any assignment.   

 
  LEARNING TASK 3: Final Essay and Annotated Drafts – DUE: April 8, 2022 
 
From your outline, you will write a 3000-5000 word essay about the topic you have selected. This essay should 
be written in 12 point, Times New Roman font, and have 1-inch page margins. Your essay should be formatted 
as an APA document, that includes a running head, page numbers, and a correct title page. Included in the 
submission should be a short (200 words) self-assessment paragraph describing your contributions, both 
positive and negative, to your writing group. You could answer questions such as: Did you help others? What 
did you find difficult? How did this process influence your own ability to write? 
 
The expectation is that the final copy submitted for grading is a near-perfect draft that has been reviewed by 
yourself and your writing group over multiple weeks. Each member of the writing group needs to be committed 
to providing quality feedback on each person’s rough drafts of their essays. Because of the scrutiny expected 
from each writing group, I will not be providing instructor feedback on any drafts of your essay. 
  
You should submit all the following with your final draft in this order: 

1. Title page (as per APA 7th Edition format) 
2. Final, polished essay (no less than 3000 words, no more than 5000 words) 
3. Reference page (APA 7th Edition format) 
4. Annotated Drafts: All rough essays that should include annotations or suggested edits from yourself 

and your writing group. You should use Track Changes and Comments to annotate your drafts. 
5. Writing Group Self-assessment (200 words) 
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CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING TASK 3 
 

Grading Rubric for Final Essay and Annotated Drafts 
 

Criteria 
exceptionally met 
(A+) 

Final Draft: The final draft is exceptionally written with no errors. The topic is thoroughly discussed, and smoothly 
transitions between main ideas. The introduction, main ideas, and conclusion flow seamlessly, and the written text is 
highly academic, closely adhering to APA 7th Edition for format and citation standards. The essay adheres to the word 
limit, to grammatical conventions, and expresses the researcher’s own ideas in a nice balance with researched views 
revealing insight and creativity. 

Annotated Drafts: All drafts are submitted and are accurately and chronologically labelled. Drafts show impressive 
evidence of personal and group editing through track changes or other editing practices. Considerable positive change 
is evident from rough to final draft and feedback is used effectively to develop the final topic. 

Reference Page: Reference page contains evidence of balanced research on a specific topic, having 10 more more 
academic sources. All resources selected come from credible sources. Information is easily retrieved from references 
provided. APA referencing standards are closely followed with no errors. 

Writing Group Self-Assessment: 200-word paragraph insightfully addresses own contributions to the online writing 
group. It is honest and straightforward, accurately assessing own impact on the writing group (for good or bad) and 
discussing areas of growth and challenge throughout the experience. 

 
Criteria well 
met (A) 

Final Draft: The final draft is well-written with few errors. The research question is meaningfully answered, and the 
writing uses appropriate transitions between main and supporting ideas. The introduction, main ideas, and conclusion 
flow together well, and the written text is academic, closely adhering to APA 7th Edition format and citation standards. 
The essay adheres very well to the word limit, to grammatical conventions, and expresses the researcher’s own ideas as 
they developed through learning about the topic. 

Annotated Drafts: Three or more drafts are submitted and are chronologically labelled. Drafts show meaningful 
evidence of personal and group editing through track changes or other editing practices. Positive change is evident 
from rough to final draft, and feedback is used effectively to develop the final topic. 

Reference Page: Reference page contains evidence of balanced research on a specific topic, having 8-10 sources cited. 
Many resources selected come from credible sources. Information is easily retrieved from references provided. APA 
referencing standards are closely followed with few errors. 

Writing Group Self-Assessment: 200-word paragraph addresses own contributions to the online writing group. It 
accurately assesses own impact on the writing group and discusses some areas of growth and challenge throughout the 
experience. 

 
Criteria 
met (A-) 

Final Draft: The final draft is written with errors that should have been corrected during the polishing stage. The 
research question is answered, and the writing attempts to transition between main and supporting ideas. The 
introduction, main ideas, and conclusion are all present, and the written text attempts to be academic, having 
identifiable mistakes with APA 7th Edition format and citation standards. The essay is too short or too long, has several 
mistakes to grammatical conventions, and expresses mainly the researcher’s own ideas with some evidence from 
research. 

Annotated Drafts: Three drafts are submitted and are chronologically labelled. Drafts show some evidence of personal 
and group editing through track changes or other editing practices. Some change is evident from rough to final draft, 
but mistakes were not corrected in final draft. 

Reference Page: Reference page contains evidence of research on a specific topic, citing 5-7 sources. Few resources 
selected come from credible sources. The references contain errors in APA standards making retrieval of sources 
difficult. 

Writing Group Self-Assessment: The paragraph is too short or too long to adequately addresses own contributions to the 
online writing group. It is overly generous or critical of own impact on the writing group, and discusses some areas of 
growth and challenge throughout the experience. 

 
Criteria 
somewhat met 
(B+) 

 Final Draft: The final draft is written with several errors that should have been corrected during the polishing stage. The 
research question is answered, but work is needed to transition between main and supporting ideas. The introduction, 
main ideas, and conclusion are present but lacking in detail, specificity about the topic, or are poorly constructed. The 
written text attempts to be academic, having several identifiable mistakes with APA 7th Edition format and citation 
standards and errors of style and convention. The essay is much too short or too long, has several mistakes to 
grammatical conventions, and expresses only the researcher’s own ideas with tenuous support from research. 

Annotated Drafts: Fewer than three drafts are submitted. Drafts show little evidence of personal and group editing 
through track changes or other editing practices. Little constructive change is evident from rough to final draft, and 
mistakes identified by writing group-mates were not corrected in final draft. 

Reference Page: Reference page contains little evidence of research on a specific topic having fewer than 5 sources 
cited. Few or no resources selected come from credible sources. The references contain multiple errors in APA 
standards making retrieval of sources difficult. 
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Writing Group Self-Assessment: The paragraph is much too short or too long to adequately address own contributions 
to the online writing group. It is overly generous or critical of own impact on the writing group, and it discusses only 
areas of growth or challenge throughout the experience. 

 
Acknowledgement 
of submission 
(B or less) 

These are very poor efforts that do not demonstrate an understanding of the task or of the associated ideas/concepts. 
Please make an appointment with your instructor to discuss any assignment that receives this grade. Please note that 
instructors are not required nor expected to allow students to redo any assignment.   

 
LEARNING TASK 4: Writing Group Posts – DUE: April 12, 2022 

Initial Response Due to Discussion Board (Weekly): Wednesday night at 8:00 pm.  
Response to Group Due Discussion Board (Weekly): Friday night at 6:00 pm.  
Uploaded Weekly Posts: Both posts should be uploaded for grading by Friday night at 6:00 pm each 
week. Note: This document should contain a copy/paste of your exact discussion post and response for 
grading. 
 
At the beginning of the term, you will be randomly assigned into Discussion groups to get to know the 
other students in the class. After the first assignment is complete, you will choose to work with a small 
group (2-4 members) of students who are writing on a similar topic as you are. Once your writing 
groups have been formed, you will work only with these people for the remainder of the term.  
 
As a writing group, you will discuss the week’s required readings and work together to improve your 
final essay product. You will provide feedback to each other on each class assignment.  
 

• Your Wednesday post should answer the question/s for that week using a minimum of 
one quote from the required readings. Your Friday post should respond meaningfully to a 
peer’s writing or their post based on the weekly discussion topic.  

• Initial posts should be 250 words in length and be academic in tone and writing style. As 
you develop your essay, your initial post can include sections of your writing for 
feedback from your group. 

• Responding posts can be in the form of several short, meaningful posts to your group or a 
strong assessment of your peers’ writing through using Track Changes/Comments. 

• Postings will be graded according to the following rubric each week. 
• A copy of the post and response should be uploaded as a Word Document into the D2L 

Discussion Posts folder for grading. The weekly posts will be equally weighted across the 
twelve weeks of this course to account for 35% of the final grade. Both postings are due 
in the D2L Dropbox no later Friday at 6:00 P.M. 

 
CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING TASK 4 

 
Grading Rubric for Weekly Discussion Posts and Response 
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Criteria exceptionally 
met 

  (4) 

Initial Post: The response to the instructor question is appropriate, useful and offers a level 
of critical insight into your understanding and experience with the course materials. The 
response clearly demonstrates a thorough understanding of the material read and stands as 
evidence that all assigned reading has been completed and integrated for a complete 
understanding of writing educational research. Personal experience is used to thoughtfully 
support or question course materials. 

 
Responding Posts: Your response to group members is engaging, appropriate, and focused 
on the course materials. Your responses both affirm and challenge your and others’ 
perceptions of writing, and you provide both positive and constructive feedback to improve 
the writing of your peers.  

 
Writing: Both posts are written clearly and stand as a superior example free of errors. APA 
is utilized correctly and without errors. The initial post and response are uploaded onto D2L 
in a timely manner allowing for vigorous group discussion. 

 
 
 
 

Criteria well met 
(A+) 

Initial Post: The response to the instructor question is useful and offers an appropriate 
level of insight into your understanding and experience with the course materials. The 
response demonstrates a solid understanding of the material read and stands as evidence 
that required reading has been completed. Personal experience is used appropriately to 
support course materials. 

 
Responding Posts: Your response to group members is appropriate and focused on the 
course materials. Your responses affirm and challenge your and others’ perceptions of 
writing, and you provide some positive and constructive feedback to improve the writing of 
your peers.  

 
Writing: Both posts are written clearly and utilize APA correctly and with few errors. The 
initial post and response are uploaded onto D2L in a timely manner. 

 
 
 
 

Criteria met 
(A) 

Initial Post: The response to the instructor question offers an appropriate level of insight 
into your understanding of the course materials, although the emphasis is on summarizing, 
not analyzing. The response demonstrates a good, if superficial, understanding of the 
material read and indicates that required reading has been completed. Personal experience 
dominates the post. 

 
Responding Posts: Your response to group members is appropriate but needs more focus 
on the course materials. Your responses either affirm or challenge your and others’ 
perceptions of writing, with only a little positive or constructive feedback to improve the 
writing of your peers.  

 
Writing: Both posts are written somewhat clearly and generally utilize APA correctly, but 
more reference to course materials is needed to provide support for your ideas. The initial 
post and response are uploaded onto D2L right on time. 

 
 
 
 

Criteria somewhat 
met 
(A-) 

Initial Post: The response to the instructor question offers some insight into your 
understanding of the course materials, but the post mainly summarizes what was read. The 
response demonstrates a superficial understanding of the required readings. Personal 
experience dominates the post. 

 
Responding Posts: Your response to group members needs to focus on the course 
materials. Your responses mainly affirm others’ perceptions of writing, with little 
constructive feedback provided to improve the writing of your peers.  

 
Writing: Both posts are written somewhat clearly with some effort to use APA correctly, 
they lack enough reference to course materials to provide support for your ideas. The initial 
post and response are uploaded onto D2L too late for group discussion. 
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Limited 
(B+ or 
less) 

Initial Post/Response Post: Only one post is uploaded for discussion or two posts are 
submitted, but are lacking in depth, relatedness to course materials, or rely solely on 
personal experience to answer the question. Limited effort is given to provide feedback to 
peers or engage in meaningful discussion. 

 
Writing: Singular post might be well-written but meets only half of the weekly expectation 
OR two posts are written with several errors in writing conventions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE EXPECTATION OF EXCELLENCE IN PROFESSIONAL WORK 
 

Please review the Academic Calendar carefully. It describes the program and provides detailed schedules and 
important dates. It contains information on expectations for student work and professional conduct. In addition, 
procedures are described regarding concern about student performance in the program. Please pay especially 
careful attention to details and descriptions in the following topic areas: 
 

• The Importance of Attendance and Participation in Every Class 
As this is a professional program, experiences are designed with the expectation that all members will be fully 
involved in all Zoom online classes and in all coursework experiences. As you are a member of a learning 
community your contribution is vital and highly valued, just as it will be when you take on the professional 
responsibilities of being a teacher. We expect that you will not be absent from the online Zoom classes with the 
exception of documented instances of personal or family illness or for religious requirements.    
 

• Engagement in Class Discussion and Inquiry 

Another reason for the importance of attendance and participation in every class is that the course involves 
working with fellow students to share ideas and thinking. For example, each class you will work with a small 
group to engage fellow students in discussions on work being considered in class. You will also help other 
groups by providing ideas for scholarly inquiry in assignments. If you find that you are experiencing difficulties 
as a group collaborating, please inform the instructor.  
 

EXPECTATIONS FOR WRITING 
All written assignments (including, to a lesser extent, written exam responses) will be assessed at least partly on 
writing skills. Writing skills include not only surface correctness (grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, 
etc.) but also general clarity and organization. Sources used in research papers must be properly documented. If 
you need help with your writing, you may use the writing support services in the Learning Commons. For 
further information, please refer to the official online University of Calgary Calendar, Academic Regulations, E. 
Course Information, E.2: Writing Across the Curriculum: http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/e-
2.html  
 

LATE SUBMISSIONS 
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All late submissions of assignments must be discussed with the instructor prior to the due date. Extension may 
be granted BEFORE the due date. Submissions that are late without an extension granted will be subject to a 
penalty of 10% per day to a maximum of four days late. After a submission is four days past due, it will not be 
accepted unless the instructor receives documentation of an extenuating circumstance. Students may be required 
to provide written documentation of extenuating circumstances (e.g. statutory declaration, doctor’s note, note 
from the University of Calgary Wellness Centre, obituary notice). A deferral of up to 30 days may be granted at 
the discretion of the Associate Dean of Undergraduate Programs with accompanying written evidence. 

 
ISSUES WITH GROUP TASKS 

With respect to group work, if your online writing group is having difficulty collaborating effectively, please 
contact the instructor immediately. If a group is unable to collaborate effectively or discuss course materials 
online in a timely manner, the instructor may re-assign members to different groups or assign individual work 
for completion. 
 
 
 
GRADING 

 
Grade GPA Value % Description per U of C Calendar 

A+ 4.0 95-100 Outstanding 

   A 4.0 90-94 Excellent – Superior performance showing comprehensive 
understanding of the subject matter 

   A- 3.7 85-89  
B+ 3.3 80-84  

   B 3.0 75-79 Good - clearly above average performance with knowledge of 
subject matter generally complete 

   B- 2.7 70-74  
C+ 2.3 65-69  

   C 2.0 60-64 Satisfactory - basic understanding of the subject matter 
   C- 1.7 55-59  

D+ 1.3 52-54 Minimal pass - Marginal performance 
   D 1.0 50-51  
   F 0.0 49 and lower Fail - Unsatisfactory performance 

 
Students in the B.Ed. program must have an overall GPA of 2.5 in the semester to continue in the program 
without repeating courses. 
 
Academic Accommodation 
It is the student’s responsibility to request academic accommodations according to the University 
policies and procedures listed below. The student accommodation policy can be found 
at: https://www.ucalgary.ca/legal-services/sites/default/files/teams/1/Policies-Student-Accommodation-
Policy.pdf. Students needing an accommodation because of a disability or medical condition should 
communicate this need to Student Accessibility Services in accordance with the Procedure for 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: ucalgary.ca/legal-
services/sites/default/files/teams/1/Policies-Accommodation-for-Students-with-Disabilities-
Procedure.pdf. Students needing an accommodation in relation to their coursework based on a Protected 
Ground other than Disability, should communicate this need, preferably in writing, to their Instructor. 
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Academic Misconduct 
For information on academic misconduct and its consequences, please see the University of Calgary 
Calendar at http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/k.html 
 
Attendance/ Prolonged Absence 
Students may be asked to provide supporting documentation for an exemption/special request. This may 
include, but is not limited to, a prolonged absence from a course where participation is required, a 
missed course assessment, a deferred examination, or an appeal. Students are encouraged to submit 
documentation that will support their situation. Supporting documentation may be dependent on the 
reason noted in their personal statement/explanation provided to explain their situation. This could be 
medical certificate/documentation, references, police reports, invitation letter, third party letter of 
support or a statutory declaration etc. The decision to provide supporting documentation that best suits 
the situation is at the discretion of the student.  
 
Falsification of any supporting documentation will be taken very seriously and may result in disciplinary 
action through the Academic Discipline regulations or the Student Non-Academic Misconduct policy. 
 
https://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/current/n-1.html 
 
The Freedom of Information Protection of Privacy Act prevents instructors from placing assignments 
or examinations in a public place for pickup and prevents students from access to exams or assignments 
other than their own. Therefore, students and instructors may use one of the following options: 
return/collect assignments during class time or during instructors’ office hours, students provide 
instructors with a self-addressed stamped envelope, or submit/return assignments as electronic files 
attached to private e-mail messages. 
 
For additional resources including, but not limited to, those aimed at wellness and mental health, 
student success or to connect with the Student Ombuds Office, please visit 
https://www.ucalgary.ca/registrar/registration/course-outlines 
 
 
Education Students Association (ESA) President for the academic year is Kyle Corry, 
esa@ucalgary.ca.  
 
Werklund SU Representative is Dwani Joshi, educrep@su.ucalgary.ca.   

 


