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EDUC 460.23 Specialization Science 

Summer, 2021 
 

Section Instructor Time Location Email 
01 Gabriela Alonso-Yanez 9:00 – 10:30 Zoom galonsoy@ucalgary.ca 

 
Course Dates: July 5 – August 11, 2021 
 
Zoom Sessions: Every Monday and Wednesday in the month of July. August course commitments will be done 
asynchronously. 
 
Office Zoom Hours: Available after class or by appointment 
PLEASE, ALWAYS ADD EDUC 460 IN THE SUBJECT LINE OF YOUR E-MAIL SO I CAN PRIORITIZE YOUR COMMUNICATION 
 
Last Day to Add/Drop/Swap: Due to the non-standard dates associated with this program, please check your Student Centre 
for the important dates pertaining to your section. 
 
Pre-requisite: Due to the multiple pathways in the Bachelor of Education, please consult Undergraduate Programs in 
Education for questions related to pre-requisite courses. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The intent of the Specialization I Seminar is to introduce students to the concepts, theories, and lesson design planning related 
to teaching within the specializations of Science. Theory as connected to an understanding of practical classroom experiences 
will particularly inform the course curriculum and will be explored through course readings, analysis of teaching/learning 
artifacts, and through the design of discipline-based learning and assessment plans. Topics in teaching and learning will include 
teaching inclusively and addressing the needs of diverse learners, effective integration of technology, and discipline- based 
inquiry. Assignments offer opportunities for students to develop an understanding of short-term instructional designs and to 
begin to examine curriculum shifts in the province. 
 
EXTENDED COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
A key goal of the course is to treat or represent science as historical in an attempt to understand how it operates in the present 
and how is taught in schools today. The course also focuses on teaching inclusively and addressing the needs of diverse 
learners, effective integration of technology, and discipline-based inquiry. Research reports that online learning can provide 
excellent student learning compared to traditional classroom-based instruction. In today’s world, teachers are required to 
embrace virtual learning beyond the pandemic. In this context, the course offers an opportunity to learn and design virtual 
learning environments that are critical in today’s science teaching. 
 

 
Learner Outcomes: 
 
Students will: 
 
Develop a foundational understanding of the nature of science, as related to teaching and learning, including specialized 
language, concepts, and terminology; 
 
Explore and apply introductory theory related to the teaching of the discipline of Science with an emphasis on: designing 
discipline-based tasks and assessment processes and creating an adaptive classroom learning environment to better meet the 
needs of today’s diverse learners.  
 
Understand teacher as designer of learning and assessment plans, and use of the resources available for designing learning and 
assessment. 
 
Successfully design short-term learning and assessment plans to deepen understanding of key ideas/concepts within the 
discipline.  
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Course Design and Delivery: This course will be delivered online through zoom and D2L. 
 
Readings and Resources 
The readings and resources below are recommended for continued professional learning and development well beyond this 
course and into your first years of teaching. Please refer to the Assignment descriptions and detailed weekly plan for a complete list of required 
readings. 
 
Alberta Education. (2011). English as a Second Language Proficiency Benchmarks. Retrieved from: 
HTTP://WWW.LEARNALBERTA.CA/CONTENT/ESLAPB/  
 
Alberta Education. (2013). Ministerial order on student learning (#001/2013). Retrieved from:  
HTTPS://EDUCATION.ALBERTA.CA/MEDIA/1626588/MINISTERIAL-ORDER-ON-STUDENT-LEARNING.PDF 
 
Alberta Learning. (2000). Programs of Study.  Science Available online at: 
HTTP://EDUCATION.ALBERTA.CA/TEACHERS/PROGRAM/INTERLANG.ASPX  
  
Alberta Learning. (2010). Making a difference: Meeting diverse learning needs with differentiated instruction. Retrieved from: 
HTTPS://EDUCATION.ALBERTA.CA/MEDIA/384968/MAKINGADIFFERENCE_2010.PDF  
 
APA 7 (American Psychological Association) style 
Manual:  HTTPS://OWL.ENGLISH.PURDUE.EDU/OWL/RESOURCE/560/01/ 
 
Friesen, S. (2009). What did you do in school today?  Teaching effectiveness: A framework and rubric. Toronto: Canadian Education 
Association. Retrieved from:  
HTTPS://WWW.EDCAN.CA/ARTICLES/WHAT-DID-YOU-DO-IN-SCHOOL-TODAY-TEACHING-EFFECTIVENESS-A-
FRAMEWORK-AND-RUBRIC/ 
 
 
Assignments 
The course is structured around the completion of three individual assignments. Below, you will find the Assignment 
Overview and the Assignment detailed descriptions.  
 

Assignment Format 
(Individual/Partner/Group) 

Weighting Due Date 

1.  Emergent Understanding of Science 
– Reflection Entry 

Individual 30% July 26 

2. “Learning Task Critique” Individual 30% August 2 
3. “Creation of Short-term Learning and 
Assessment Plan” 

Individual 40% August 11 

 
Assignment One: Emergent Understanding of Science – Reflection Entry (30%) 
Submission deadline is  July 26 @ 11:59 pm.   
Assignment Description: 
 
For this assignment you will respond to one of the questions below as way of reflecting thoughtfully on the contexts and 
challenges within science education today. Your response may take a number of forms. It could be a conventional academic 
essay, an imagined Socratic dialogue between a teacher and student, an illustrated story, an animation, a short video or a 
podcast.  
 
Length: 3 pages doubled spaced or 3 minute video entry reflection (i.e. using smartphone or your computer). 
 
1) Listen to the podcast: What is abolition science? by Atasi Das and LaToya Strong. Doctoral Students, Urban Science 
Education. The Graduate Center, City University of New York. 
HTTPS://WWW.ABOLITIONSCIENCE.ORG/HOME/2018/8/24/WELCOME-TO-ABOLITION-SCIENCE-RADIO 
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Reflect upon the varied social, historical and political factors that shape how the scientific process works and how science is a 
human endeavour. 
 
2) Read: Lemke, J. L. (2001). Articulating communities: Sociocultural perspectives on science education. Journal of research in 
science teaching, 38(3), 296-316. 
Make sure you answer the reading log in D2L Week 1 
 
3) Choose one of the following questions: 
What is science and what is science education? 
Why study science? 
What is the purpose of science education in today’s world? 
Respond to the question that you selected. Your response must be persuasive – that is, you must fashion a personal stand on 
the question(s), and then set out to prove your interpretation using relevant and varied evidence.  
 
All responses must refer to the two sources discussed in the first week (podcast and Lemke’s piece). 
 
You may also want to draw upon:  
Connections with other courses 
Readings from previous courses 
Observations made during your field experience  
 
Criteria for Assessment: 
Please note that A+ is an exceptional grade to be given to the works of publishable quality. 
For an outstanding performance (A+), participants have to go well beyond expectations in each assignment in terms of 
content and quality (e.g. drawing from multiple resources for the assignment, consistently responding to several peers in 
discussion topics, showing a critical and informed use of relevant literature and resources) and contribute to the community in 
this course (e.g. providing effective peer feedback, constantly expanding on classmates’ contributions).  
 

Level of Performance Criteria 
Professional (A+ to A) - The selected question is thoughtfully addressed showing a deep understanding of different 

perspectives on the nature of science and the pedagogical implications of teaching science in 
today’s classroom. 
- Arguments are clearly stated and well supported in a cogent fashion. Evidence from both 
personal experience and literature is presented critically. There are more than 2 references to 
the course texts and media sources outlined for LT1 and additional reference to other 
sources. 
- Language (written or otherwise) is sophisticated, clear and accurate with no grammar, 
punctuation or spelling mistakes. Sound is clear and images provide a more engaging flow of 
content.  
- APA style for references is strictly followed 

Good work (B+ to A-) -The selected question is answered showing a good understanding of different perspectives 
on the nature of science and the pedagogical implications of teaching science in today’s 
classroom 
- Arguments are well elaborated based on some evidence from personal experiences and the 
literature. Work reference at least 2 sources from the texts and media sources outlined for 
LT1 and one additional reference to other sources. 
- Language is clear and accurate, with correct grammar, punctuation and spelling. APA style is 
followed. Work has an overall good presentation. Sound is good and images are engaging. 
- APA style for references is strictly followed.  

Minimal Requirements (B- 
to B) 

-An answer to the question/s is provided. There is some evidence of understanding the 
nature of science and the pedagogical implications of teaching science in today’s classroom. 
-Arguments are identified with some reference to evidence from both personal and 
experience and the literature. The work includes at least 2 references from the texts and media 
sources outlined for LT1. 
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-Language is comprehensible, probably with some typos or misspellings.  
- Some features of APA reference format are not followed.  
- Sound is good and images are engaging but not connected with the content. Overall 
presentation is not appealing or engaging 

Non- Acceptable - No question is explicitly indicated or addressed. There is evidence of misunderstandings of 
the nature of science and the pedagogical implications of teaching science in today’s 
classroom 
- Arguments are not supported. No references from the texts and media sources outlined for 
LT1. Most arguments are based on opinions. 
- Writing is not coherent and includes various issues of grammar, punctuation, or misspelling.  
- APA is not followed. Work exceeds time limit in a way that compromises the overall 
presentation of the assignment content and argumentation. Overall presentation is not 
appealing or engaging 

 
 
Assignment Two: Analysis of a Learning Design and Assessment Plan (30%)  
Submission deadline is August 2 @ 11:59 pm. 
 
Assignment Description: 
 
For this assignment, individually or in pairs, students will analyze a lesson plan. The purpose of this assignment is to: foster 
professional learning conversations and build knowledge about the features of well-designed discipline-based learning and 
assessment plans. Students will provide a four page critical review of the learning design and assessment plan, by addressing 
Rusznyak and Walton’s Lesson Design Guidelines. 
 
Length: 4 pages doubled spaced  
 
1) Read: Rusznyak, L., & Walton, E. (2011). Lesson planning guidelines for student teachers: A scaffold for the development 
of pedagogical content knowledge. Education as change, 15(2), 271-285. 
HTTPS://EZPROXY.LIB.UCALGARY.CA/LOGIN?URL=HTTPS://SEARCH.EBSCOHOST.COM/LOGIN.ASPX?DIRECT=TRUE&DB=E
HH&AN=69870467&SITE=EHOST-LIVE  
 
- Carefully review the Sections for Lesson Design. 
- Make sure you answer the reading log in D2L Week 1 
 
2) Choose only one of the lessons plans (below) from the document: Causal Patterns in Ecosystems Lessons to Infuse into 
Ecosystems Units to Enable Deeper Understanding. Second Edition 
HTTPS://PZ.HARVARD.EDU/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/REVISED_ECOSYSTEM.PDF 
 
Lessons Plans:   
a) Lesson Plan: Exploring The Web of Life (p.17)  
b) Lesson Plan: Learning About Decay (p. 63) 
 
3) Review and critique the lesson that you selected following Rusznyak and Walton’s guidelines. 
Summary of Guidelines is available in D2L.  
 
Criteria for assessment:  
Please note that A+ is an exceptional grade to be given to the works of publishable quality. 
For an outstanding performance (A+), participants have to go well beyond expectations in each assignment in terms of 
content and quality (e.g. drawing from multiple resources for the assignment, consistently responding to several peers in 
discussion topics, showing a critical and informed use of relevant literature and resources) and contribute to the community in 
this course (e.g. providing effective peer feedback, constantly expanding on classmates’ contributions).  
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 Rubric - 
Assignment 2 
Criteria  

A /A+ (You are aiming 
for this level of 
performance) 

A-/ B+ B / B- C+ / lower 

Critique of 
Lesson Design 
(50%) 
 

All elements of the 
lesson design guidelines 
are critiqued in a 
thorough, detailed and 
well-supported 
assessment. 

Some elements of a 
lesson design are 
addressed in a 
thorough, detailed 
and well-supported 
assessment. Others 
require strengthening. 

Some elements of a 
lesson design are 
addressed, however the 
assessment is vague and 
examples are 
inappropriate, unspecific 
or few.  

Some of the 
elements of a 
lesson design are 
missing or 
addressed in a 
cursory manner.  

Grounding with 
theory and 
Program of 
Studies (30%) 
  

Grounding with theories 
makes connections to the 
literature, identifies 
pedagogical approaches 
and potential 
connections to the 
Program of Studies, is 
highly effective, and well-
explained.  

Grounding with 
theories makes some 
connections to the 
literature, sometimes 
including the Program 
of Studies, is usually 
effective, and well-
explained. Some 
connections require 
strengthening. 

Grounding with theories 
makes few connections 
to the literature or 
Program of Studies, is 
sometimes inappropriate, 
and under-explained.  

Connections to 
theory and/or 
Program of 
Studies are 
missing, 
incomplete, or 
made in a cursory 
manner.  

Presentation of 
ideas (20%) 
 

Paper is 4 pages.  
Writing style is academic.  
In-text citations and 
reference list uses correct 
APA 7th edition style.  
Paper demonstrates 
superior attention to 
form.  

Paper is 4 pages  
Writing style is 
primarily academic.  
Most in-text citations 
and reference list use 
correct APA 7th 
edition style.  
Paper demonstrates 
attention to form. 

 Paper is 4 pages  
Writing style is 
sometimes academic, 
sometimes informal.  
Some in-text citations 
and reference list use 
correct APA 7th edition 
style.  
Paper requires some 
attention to form. 

Paper exceeds 4 
pages or is less 
than 4.  
Writing style is 
informal.  
In-text citations 
and reference list 
are missing or not 
in APA style.  
Paper requires 
extensive editing 
in order to attend 
to form.  

 
 
Assignment 3: Creation of Short-term Learning Plan in Google Classroom (40%) 
Deadline of submission is August 11 @ 11:59 pm 
 
ONE lesson plan that includes 2 or 3 activities for Elementary students. 
 
For this assignment, students will work collaboratively to design a short-term learning and assessment plan. Your plan should 
follow a clear and comprehensive template that considers Rusznyak and Walton’s guidelines.  
 
The following elements for submission for Assignment three are required: 
 
A thorough lesson plan illustrating clearly your rationale for the lesson. Follow Rusnyack and Walton’s guidelines for 
Designing Curriculum. 
Rationale should describe suitable alignment with Science Alberta POS 
Consider diverse learners (ESL) Benchmarks. 
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Learning Task 3 Rubric   
Please note that A+ is an exceptional grade to be given to the works of publishable quality. 
For an outstanding performance (A+), participants have to go well beyond expectations in each assignment in terms of 
content and quality (e.g. drawing from multiple resources for the assignment, consistently responding to several peers in 
discussion topics, showing a critical and informed use of relevant literature and resources) and contribute to the community in 
this course (e.g. providing effective peer feedback, constantly expanding on classmates’ contributions).  
 

 A/A+ (You are 
aiming for this level of 
performance) 

A-/ B+ B / B- C+ / lower 

DESIGN (40%) 
Curricular 
Outcomes 
 
-links to Program 
of Studies (PoS) 
 
 
 
-selected ESL 
benchmarks (level 
3) with rationale 

Appropriate links to 
PoS for chosen level; 
clear understanding of 
curricular outcomes as 
expressed in POS 
 
 
 
Appropriately selected 
ESL benchmark 
objectives for level 3 
students with specific 
rationale. 

Some links to PoS for 
chosen level are clear 
and appropriate; some 
PoS curricular 
outcomes are 
represented in lesson 
plan 
 
 
Appropriate selected 
ESL benchmark 
objectives for level 3 
students with general 
rationale. 

Links to PoS for 
chosen level not clear 
or appropriate; 
curricular outcomes 
present but not clearly 
articulated; little effort 
to integrate 
 
Selected ESL 
benchmark objectives 
for level 3 students 
not clearly articulated 
or rationale not 
articulated.  

Few if any links 
provided between PoS 
and lesson elements; 
curricular outcomes 
not present 
 
 
 
 
Inappropriate or 
missing selected ESL 
benchmark objectives 
for level 3 students. 

Instructional 
Delivery  
 
-plan 
demonstrates 
disciplinary 
knowledge, 
engagement, 
student-
centeredness, 
organization, 
integration across 
lesson sections 

Plan well Informed by 
disciplinary 
knowledge; lesson 
highly engaging; 
lesson is clearly 
student-centered; 
lesson clear and well-
ordered; easy to 
envision how lesson 
will unfold; all 
important elements 
included; high degree 
of integration among 
lesson sections and 
excellent links 

Good evidence of 
carryover of 
disciplinary knowledge 
to lesson plan; lesson 
is somewhat engaging 
mostly student-
centered; good 
attempt to integrate 
parts of the lesson; 
lesson plan mostly 
clear and logical flow; 
most important 
elements included  

Some evidence that 
disciplinary knowledge 
informed creation of 
lesson plan;  lesson is 
somwhat student-
centered but needs to 
be strengthened; 
lesson plan flow is 
neither clear nor 
logical and is hard to 
follow; several 
important elements of 
good lesson plan are 
missing 

Little evidence that 
disciplinary knowledge 
informed creation of 
plan; lesson is teacher-
centred; lesson plan is 
missing important 
elements and does not 
flow well (hard for 
reader to imagine how 
the lesson would 
unfold) 

Deep 
Understanding 
 
-learning 
opportunities for 
deep 
understanding of 
curriculum 
objectives 

Lesson design is 
highly effective for 
encouraging deep 
understanding of 
content objectives by 
students 

Lesson design 
provides good 
opportunities to 
encourage deep 
understanding by 
students 

Lesson design shows 
awareness of 
importance  of 
encouraging deep 
understanding by 
students but not 
effective in achieving 
that understanding 

Absence of evidence 
of attempt to 
encourage deep 
understanding by 
students 

ASSESSMENT 
(20%) 
 
-integrated 
formative 
assessments 

Appropriate 
assessments are clearly 
integrated into lesson; 
clearly communicates 
to students how 
individual tasks fit in. 

Good effort to 
integrate appropriate 
and effective 
assessments; Shows 
some variety in 
choices for formative 

Some attempt made to 
include appropriate 
assessment 
opportunities; shows 
lack of understanding 
of what constitutes 

Assessment lacking; 
no understanding 
shown of importance 
of appropriate and 
effective assessment; 
clear lack of direction 
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-statement of how 
assessment will 
improve practice 

Uses a variety of 
effective formative 
assessments to inform 
instructional decisions 
and to improve 
practice; strong 
statement of how 
assessment will 
improve practice 

assessment – most are 
effective;  clear 
statement of how 
assessments will 
improve practice 

effective assessment; 
no communication to 
students of how to 
situate their work. 
Formative assessment 
options are limited 
and not particularly 
effective; does not 
address how 
assessment will lead to 
improved practice 

for students. Unclear 
vision of how to 
include assessment; 
discussion of 
importance of 
assessment or how it 
can be used to 
improve practice 
needs to be 
strengthened/revised 

Rationale (40%) 
 
-depth of analysis 
 
 
 
 
-writing quality 

Rationale display a 
sophisticated and 
elegant understanding 
and analysis of the 
role of planning in 
lesson design. 
 
 
The Rationale for the 
lesson plan is clearly 
written and stands as a 
superior example free 
of errors.  

Rationale display a 
competent 
understanding, if not 
analysis, of the role of 
planning in lesson 
design. 
 
The rationale for the 
lesson plan is relatively 
clearly written and 
contains few errors.    

Rationale display some 
understanding of the 
role of planning in 
lesson design, but lack 
analysis. 
 
 
The rationale for the 
lesson plan is 
somewhat unclearly 
written and contains 
errors that impede 
understanding.    

Rationale display little 
understanding of the 
role of planning in 
lesson design and lack 
analysis. 
 
 
The rationale for the 
lesson plan is unclearly 
written and contains 
many errors that 
impede understanding.    

 
 
Schedule of Weekly Activities and Required Readings  
Dates Topics/Themes  Readings and Assignments 

 
Zoom Meetings 
July 5, 7 12 & 14 
9:00 -10:30 
 
 
 

Welcome & Introduction  
Emergent Conceptual 
Understanding of the Discipline: 
“Learning science, learning 
about science and doing science”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lemke, J. L. (2001). Articulating communities: Sociocultural 
perspectives on science education. Journal of research in science 
teaching, 38(3), 296-316. 
HTTPS://DOI-
ORG.EZPROXY.LIB.UCALGARY.CA/10.1002/1098-
2736(200103)38:3%3C296::AID-TEA1007%3E3.0.CO;2-
R 
  
*Reading log in D2L  
 
 
Strong, L., & Das, A. (2018). Abolition Science. Podcast – 
What is Abolition Science? 
HTTPS://WWW.ABOLITIONSCIENCE.ORG/HOME/2018/
8/24/WELCOME-TO-ABOLITION-SCIENCE-RADIO  
 

 
 
 
Zoom Meetings 
July 19, 21 & 26 
9:00 -10:30 
 
 
 

Analysis of a Lesson Design and 
Assessment Plan 
 
1) Big ideas in Science Teaching 
2) An example of Big Ideas in 
Science Teaching: Lessons in Causal 
Patterns in Science- Project Zero 
Harvard Education 
 
  

1) Big ideas in Science – (Pages 21 and 22) 
HTTPS://WWW.ASE.ORG.UK/BIGIDEAS 
 
 
2) Causal Patterns in Ecosystems – 
Watch the videos and review the sections: 
Big Ideas 
The Details 
Causality & Misconceptions 
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LT1: July 26 (30%) 
 
 
 
   

HTTPS://WWW.CFA.HARVARD.EDU/SMG/WEBSITE/UC
P/CAUSAL/CAUSAL_DEFINED.HTML 
 
 
Rusznyak, L., & Walton, E. (2011). Lesson planning 
guidelines for student teachers: A scaffold for the 
development of pedagogical content knowledge. Education as 
change, 15(2), 271-285. 
HTTP://EZPROXY.LIB.UCALGARY.CA/LOGIN?URL=HTT
P://SEARCH.EBSCOHOST.COM/LOGIN.ASPX?DIRECT=T
RUE&DB=EHH&AN=69870467&SITE=EHOST-LIVE 
 
Project Zero Lessons and Activities 
HTTP://WWW.PZ.HARVARD.EDU/RESOURCES/CAUSAL-
PATTERNS-IN-ECOSYSTEMS-LESSONS-TO-INFUSE-
INTO-ECOSYSTEMS-UNITS 
 
Agarkar, S., & Brock, R. (2017). Learning theories in science 
education. In Science education (pp. 91-103). Brill Sense. 
HTTPS://EBOOKCENTRAL-PROQUEST-
COM.EZPROXY.LIB.UCALGARY.CA/LIB/UCALGARY-
EBOOKS/READER.ACTION?DOCID=4777239&PPG=103  
 
*Reading log in D2L 
 
Science Education – Alberta Education 
HTTPS://EDUCATION.ALBERTA.CA/SCIENCE-K-
6/PROGRAM-OF-STUDIES/?SEARCHMODE=3 
 

 
 
 
Zoom Meetings 
July 28 
9:00 -10:30 
 
 
 
 

Design of a short-term learning and 
assessment plan in Google 
Classroom 
 
 

Education - Websites and Technology Tools for Teaching – 
Doucette Library 
HTTPS://LIBRARY.UCALGARY.CA/C.PHP?G=255521&P=
3915621 
 
Van Rosendal, Alison (2020). Yak. Online Resource for 
Teaching amidst COVID-19. 
HTTPS://WWW.YAKLEARNING.COM/ 
 
 
ESL Benchmarks Alberta Education 
HTTP://WWW.LEARNALBERTA.CA/CONTENT/ESLAPB/ 
 
 

August work will 
be 
asynchronously 

 
LT2: August 2 (30%) 
 
 
LT3: August 11 (40%) 
 
 
 
 

Readings and ongoing support from Instructor 
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The Expectation of Excellence in Professional Work 
Please review the Academic Calendar carefully. It describes the program and provides detailed schedules and important dates. 
It contains information on expectations for student work and professional conduct. In addition, procedures are described 
regarding concern about student performance in the program. Please pay especially careful attention to details and descriptions 
in the following topic areas: 
 
The Importance of Attendance and Participation in Every Class 
As this is a professional program, experiences are designed with the expectation that all members will be fully involved in all 
classes and in all coursework experiences. As you are a member of a learning community your contribution is vital and highly 
valued, just as it will be when you take on the professional responsibilities of being a teacher. We expect that you will not be 
absent from class with the exception of documented instances of personal or family illness or for religious requirements.    
 
Engagement in Class Discussion and Inquiry 
Another reason for the importance of attendance and participation in every class is that the course involves working with 
fellow students to share ideas and thinking. For example, each class you will work with a small group to engage fellow students 
in discussions on work being considered in class. You will also help other groups by providing ideas for scholarly inquiry in 
assignments. If you find that you are experiencing difficulties as a group collaborating, please inform the instructor.  
 
Expectations for Writing 
All written assignments (including, to a lesser extent, written exam responses) will be assessed at least partly on writing skills. 
Writing skills include not only surface correctness (grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.) but also general clarity and 
organization. Sources used in research papers must be properly documented. If you need help with your writing, you may use 
the writing support services in the Learning Commons. For further information, please refer to the official online University 
of Calgary Calendar, Academic Regulations, E. Course Information, E.2: Writing Across the Curriculum: 
HTTP://WWW.UCALGARY.CA/PUBS/CALENDAR/CURRENT/E-2.HTML  
 
Late Submissions 
All late submissions of assignments must be discussed with the instructor prior to the due date.  Students may be required to 
provide written documentation of extenuating circumstances (e.g. statutory declaration, doctor’s note, note from the 
University of Calgary Wellness Centre, obituary notice). A deferral of up to 30 days may be granted at the discretion of the 
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Programs with accompanying written evidence. 
 
Issues with Group Tasks 
With respect to group work, if your group is having difficulty collaborating effectively, please contact the instructor 
immediately. If a group is unable to collaborate effectively or discuss course materials online in a timely manner, the instructor 
may re-assign members to different groups or assign individual work for completion. 
 
 
GRADING 

Grade GPA Value % Description per U of C Calendar 
A+ 4.0 95-100 Outstanding 

   A 4.0 90-94 Excellent – Superior performance showing comprehensive 
understanding of the subject matter 

   A- 3.7 85-89  
B+ 3.3 80-84  
   B 3.0 75-79 Good - clearly above average performance with knowledge of subject 

matter generally complete 
   B- 2.7 70-74  
C+ 2.3 65-69  
   C 2.0 60-64 Satisfactory - basic understanding of the subject matter 
   C- 1.7 55-59  
D+ 1.3 52-54 Minimal pass - Marginal performance 
   D 1.0 50-51  
   F 0.0 49 and lower Fail - Unsatisfactory performance 
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Students in the B.Ed. program must have an overall GPA of 2.5 in the semester to continue in the program without repeating 
courses. 
 

Academic Accommodation 
Students seeking an accommodation based on disability or medical concerns should contact Student Accessibility 
Services; SAS will process the request and issue letters of accommodation to instructors. For additional information 
on support services and accommodations for students with disabilities, visit www.ucalgary.ca/access/. Students who 
require an accommodation in relation to their coursework based on a protected ground other than disability should 
communicate this need in writing to their Instructor. The full policy on Student Accommodations is available at 
HTTP://WWW.UCALGARY.CA/POLICIES/FILES/POLICIES/STUDENT-ACCOMMODATION-POLICY.PDF. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
For information on academic misconduct and its consequences, please see the University of Calgary Calendar at 
HTTP://WWW.UCALGARY.CA/PUBS/CALENDAR/CURRENT/K.HTML 
 
Attendance/ Prolonged Absence 
Students may be asked to provide supporting documentation for an exemption/special request. This may include, but 
is not limited to, a prolonged absence from a course where participation is required, a missed course assessment, a 
deferred examination, or an appeal. Students are encouraged to submit documentation that will support their situation. 
Supporting documentation may be dependent on the reason noted in their personal statement/explanation provided 
to explain their situation. This could be medical certificate/documentation, references, police reports, invitation letter, 
third party letter of support or a statutory declaration etc. The decision to provide supporting documentation that best 
suits the situation is at the discretion of the student.  
 
Falsification of any supporting documentation will be taken very seriously and may result in disciplinary action 
through the Academic Discipline regulations or the Student Non-Academic Misconduct policy. 
 
HTTPS://WWW.UCALGARY.CA/PUBS/CALENDAR/CURRENT/N-1.HTML 
 
The Freedom of Information Protection of Privacy Act prevents instructors from placing assignments or 
examinations in a public place for pickup and prevents students from access to exams or assignments other than their 
own. Therefore, students and instructors may use one of the following options: return/collect assignments during 
class time or during instructors’ office hours, students provide instructors with a self-addressed stamped envelope, or 
submit/return assignments as electronic files attached to private e-mail messages. 
 
For additional resources including, but not limited to, those aimed at wellness and mental health, student success or to 
connect with the Student Ombuds Office, please visit 
HTTPS://WWW.UCALGARY.CA/REGISTRAR/REGISTRATION/COURSE-OUTLINES 
 
 
Education Students Association (ESA) President for the academic year is Kyle Corry, ESA@UCALGARY.CA.  
 
Werklund SU Representative is Dwani Joshi, EDUCREP@SU.UCALGARY.CA.   

 
 
 


