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Title: What's the most beautiful thing you know about horses? Grade 2 Storybook 
Lesson  
 

Resources used and 
possible concerns 

Storybook  What's the most beautiful thing you know about horses? 
By Richard Van Camp 

Author/creator 
and/or literature 
background 

Author: Richard Van Camp is a member of the Dogrib Nation from 
Fort Smith from the Northwest Territories, Canada. He is a graduate of 
the University of Victoria and the En'owkin International School of 
Writing. He is the winner of the Independent Publisher Book Award for 
Short Story Fiction. 
 
Illustrator: George Littlechild was born in Edmonton, Alberta. He is 
an internationally renowned artist from the Plains Cree Nation. He is 
the winner of both the prestigious Jane Addams Picture Book Award, 
and the National Parenting Publications Gold Medal. 

UPE course 
connections (not 
exhaustive)  

Education 435 
- The lesson plan engages students in developing their 

literacy skills through the focus on reading and having 
meaningful discussions about a range of educational 
topics. They will then use these ideas as stepping 
stones to write down and express their own ideas and 
perspectives.  
 

Education 450 
- Students will be exposed to different Indigenous and 

other races and cultural perspectives. Including the 
Dogrib and the Plains Cree Nations and will learn about 
their respective cultures.  

 
Education 530 

- Students will be introduced to National Indigenous 
Peoples Day and learn about the tradition of the 
Sharing Circle as well as other details about Indigenous 
cultures. 
 

K-12 connection Grade 2 General Outcome:  
● Students will demonstrate an understanding and 

appreciation of how geography, culture, language, 
heritage, economics and resources shape and change 
Canada’s communities. 

 
Grade 2 Specific Outcomes: 
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● Students will appreciate the diversity and vastness of 
Canada’s land and peoples. 

● Value oral history and stories as ways to learn about 
the land. 

● Students will investigate the cultural and linguistic 
characteristics of Indigenous groups in Canada. 

● Students will appreciate how stories of the past connect 
individuals and communities to the present. 

● Appreciate how connections to a community contribute 
to one’s identity. 
 

Materials  Story book, Talking stick, Paper, Colors/ Paints  

Rationale  
Big idea: This lesson introduces students to National 
Indigenous Peoples Day. It is designed to teach students 
about their right to practice their culture, language and religion.  
 
Purpose: The lesson promotes a positive impression of 
curiosity and learning. It encourages students to confidently 
explore their own interests and follow their curiosity. It 
encourages self acceptance and a positive healthy outlook on 
race and cultural differences. 
 

Lesson/activities 1. Introduce National Indigenous Peoples Day, which is on 
June 21st. Explain that it is a day for all Canadians  to 
recognize and celebrate the unique heritage, diverse 
cultures and outstanding contributions of First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis peoples. Explain that Canada is a 
multicultural nation that celebrates diversity within its 
Indigenous people.  
 

2. Sharing Circle  
Explain that Sharing Circles are an essential part of the 
oral tradition of Aboriginal communities. We learn 
information about our culture through our Elders, 
families, friends, and other community members who 
share stories about what their lives were like, why we 
do things certain ways and to seek the wisdom of their 
experiences.  
A Talking Stick is a very special tool that gives us the 
courage to speak the truth and the power to speak from 
the heart. It is a symbol of respect for the thought, 
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stories, and individual histories of each member 
participating in a circle.  
 

Instructions for sharing circle:- 
- Participants sit or stand in a circle. Everyone must be 

able to see each other's eyes by turning their head left 
or right.  

- Explain that in a circle, everyone is equal and 
interconnected. This builds a strong sense of 
community.  

- Show the Talking Stick and explain that it will be 
passed around the circle from person to person. 
Participants are only allowed to talk when holding it, 
otherwise they are listening. They are allowed to 'pass' 
but are encouraged to share.  

- Ask each participant to introduce themselves by sharing 
their name and comment on the topic at hand. The 
topic can be determined by the group or the leader in 
the circle. This topic can be anything you want to 
discuss and can be topics that the class has learned 
about or are curious about. 

- Begin yourself or ask for a volunteer. Allow pauses and 
silence as students find their words in their own time. 
Explain that the Talking Stick will be passed around in 
the clockwise direction. 

- Because participants are facing one another equally in 
an interconnected circle, all aspects of the human being 
(mind, body, heart, and spirit) are activated and 
learning/ sharing has more meaning. This activity will 
help build a strong sense of community.  

*Note: This can be adopted into the daily morning routine. This 
would be a great way to start the day by connecting the 
classroom community.  
Invite an elder or knowledge keeper from the community to 
partake in the Sharing Circle and share their stories or 
experiences. 
 

3. Read the storybook What's the most beautiful thing you 
know about horses? aloud with class. 

- Introduce the author and illustrator and explain that they 
come from two different First Nations groups in 
Canada. 

- Ask the students what they learned about the Dogrib 
Nation. Where do they live? What is the weather like, 
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etc? Discuss how dogs are very important to the Dogrib 
people; the word for dog is tlee. Horses are very 
important to the Cree people; the word for horse in 
Cree is mista’im. 
  
 

4. Activity: Turn to the last page of the book and ask the 
students: “What’s the most beautiful thing you know 
about you?” 

- Ask the students to consider their gifts and 
talents.These may or may not be related to their 
culture, language, or religion. 

- Ask students to draw the most beautiful thing about 
themselves in a colorful way similar to the illustrations 
in the book.  

- Ask students to share their illustrations with the class 
using the Inside/Outside Circle activity. Split the class 
into 2 groups, the ‘inside circle’ and the ‘outside circle’. 
Ask students in the inside circle to share their response 
with the classmate facing them in the outside circle. 
When they have done this, ask them to say "pass,” at 
which point their partners in the outside circle will share 
their responses. On your signal, have the outside circle 
move one step to the left or right and discuss the same 
question with the new partner until everyone has had a 
chance to share their response with the class. 
 

Extension:  
- Students can ask their friends, family members or 

teachers this question to help them brainstorm some 
ideas and reinforce some of the students' positive 
attributes. 

  
 
Supporting Sources (APA): 
 
About Sharing Circles. (n.d.). Retrieved from: 

https://walkinginhermoccasins.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Sharing_Circle_Instructio
ns_SECONDARY.pdf 

 
Littlechild, George. (2020). Canadian First Nations Artist. Retrieved from:  

http://georgelittlechild.com/ 
 

https://walkinginhermoccasins.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Sharing_Circle_Instructions_SECONDARY.pdf
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National Indigenous Peoples Day. (2020). Retrieved from:  
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013248/1534872397533 

 
Social Studies Kindergarten to Grade 12. (2005). Alberta Education. Retrieved from:  

https://education.alberta.ca/media/159594/program-of-studies-k-3.pdf 
 
Unicef Canada Global Classroom. (n.d.). Retrieved from: 

https://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/legacy/imce_uploads/UTILITY%20NAV/TEACHE
RS/DOCS/GC/Global_Citizenship_Calendar/August-Intl.%20Day%20of%20World%27s
%20Indigenous%20Ppls/Intnl%20Day%20of%20Worlds%20Indigenous%20People%20
K-3.pdf 

 
Van Camp, Richard. (n.d.). About Richard. Retrieved from:  

https://www.richardvancamp.com/ 
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